Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 18477 231847Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 DODE-OO CIAE-00 
INRE-00 /026W 

005029 240218Z/63 

R 231600Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5993 

CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 18477 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PARM, SALT, UR, US 
SUB J : GROMYKO ON SALT 

1 . AT THE CONCLUSION OF MY DECEMBER 22 MEETING WITH GROMYKO, 

HE COMMENTED THAT HE HAD JUST SEEN SEMENOV, WHO IN TURN HAD 
JUST RETURNED FROM GENEVA. GROMYKO SAID HE GATHERED THAT 
VIRTUALLY ALL BASIC PROBLEMS (CONNECTED WITH SALT II) 

SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN RESOLVED, YET THE U.S. SIDE SEEMED 
DETERMINED TO MAKE A MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION OF MINOR 
POINTS WHICH, IN THE SOVIET VIEW, SEEMED ARTIFICAL. 

2. 1 SAID IT WAS MY IMPRESSION THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS WERE 
PROCEEDING WELL, AND ASKED IF GROMYKO SHARED THAT VIEW. 

GROMYKO ANSWERED THAT IN GENERAL HE DID, AND HE INDICATED 
THAT HE SHARED PRESIDENT CARTER S RECENT POSITIVE COMMENTS 
ABOUT THE PROGRESS MADE. 

3. BUT, GROMYKO ADDED, YOU SEEM TO HAVE PEOPLE, PERHAPS 
YOUR MILITARY, WHO ARE INCLINED TO HOLD BACK ON THE 
GROUNDS THAT FURTHER "CAREFUL STUDY" IS NECESSARY. 

4. 1 SAID THAT I HAD KNOWN MR. WARNKE FOR YEARS AND 
COULD ASSURE GROMYKO THAT ANY "HOLDING BACK" ON 
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HIS PART WOULD STEM SOLELY FROM LEGITIMATE CONCERN OVER 
U.S. NATIONAL SECURITY REQUIREMENTS. THE EXCHANGE 
ENDED WITH GROMYKO SAYING HE HAD MENTIONED THE 
MATTER ONLY BECAUSE BY COINCIDENCE HE HAD SEEN 
SEMENOV JUST PRIOR TO SEEING ME. 
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